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ORIGIN DPW-01 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 ISO-OO PM-07 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 

NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-03 /054 R 

DRAFTED BY D/PW:FASIEVERTS:JS 
APPROVED BY D/PW:FASIEVERTS 
EA/J - MR. LEVIN 
DOD - MR. BETTS 
EA/LC - MR. PORTER 

105721 

R291856Z APR 74 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

JCRC NAKHOM PHANOM THAILAND 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 087044 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: PW/MIA'S 

1. RELATIVE OF AN AMERICAN PW/MIA IN LAOS RECENTLY CALLED 
OUR ATTENTION TO ITEM IN FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW OF 18 
FEB 1974 REPORTING THAT HIDEAKO SAKAMOTO, CORRESPONDENT IN 
LAOS AND THAILAND FOR KYODO-NEWS SERVICE, HAD BEEN RELEASED 
BY PATHET LAO (WITH HIS LAO INTERPRETER) AFTER BEING HELD 
PRISONER FOR THREE MONTHS NEAR MUONG PHINE. 

2. WE HAVE FOUND REFERENCE IN FBIS INDICATING SAKAMOTO WAS 
REPORTED RELEASED JAN. 30 NEAR SAVANNAKHET, NEAR WHERE HE 
HAD BEEN CAPTURED OCTOBER 30, 1973. 

3. WE HAVE NO RECORD HERE THAT SAKAMOTO AND HIS INTERPRE- 
TER WERE DEBRIEFED FOLLOWING RELEASE FOR POSSIBLE INFO 
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ON AMERICAN PW/MIA'S. WOULD APPRECIATE VIENTIANE'S COMMENT, 
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AND, IF APPROPRIATE, FOLLOW UP BY BANGKOK OR TOKYO TO 
CONTACT SAKAMOTO ON THIS SUBJECT. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE 
TOKYO'S CHECKING WHETHER ARTICLES BY OR ABOUT SAKAMOTO 
APPEARED IN JAPANESE PRESS. 

4. WE ARE CONTACTING JAPANESE EMBASSY HERE TO SEE IF THEY 
HAVE REPORT ON SAKAMOTO'S INTERNMENT. 

RUSH 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MIA, POW RETURN 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 29 APR 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE087044 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FASIEVERTS:JS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 02-0326 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1974045/aaaaaefs.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN DPW 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 JUL 2002 by cunninfx>; APPROVED <26 MAR 2003 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: PW/MIA'S 
TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, LA, US 
To: VIENTIANE TOKYO 
Type: TE 
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